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THE CENTRAL CONNECTION
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It happened! The infamous call that tragedy has struck the
family. In an upset voice a good friend said, "Pat, | have
some terrible news. Larry Rowland from Rockford Baptist ¥
Church took his life today." My heart sank and | was filled |
with instant grief. | said to myself, "Not Larry! He is a |
rock! He is such a strong leader among the Michigan CB
pastors." Well reality hit and now what do you do?

It is with much sadness that | share the painful news that
Senior Pastor Larry Rowland of Rockford Baptist Church in' o
Rockford, Ml tragically died on September 11, 2014. For reasons that are not
completely clear, our brother lost all hope in his life. In July, he was diagnosed
in the latter stages of terminal cancer. At the Memorial Service on September
16, the family shared that he was suffering from crippling back spasms, chronic
pain, sleep deprivation, depression and the influence of heavy cancer
medication.

In a letter written to his family, Larry gave us a glimpse of his truest self when
he said, "My eternal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is unshakable. God has
graciously given me a realization of heaven through this entire physical
ordeal. | am trusting in Christ's atonement alone for my eternal destiny and
believe God's promise that my sins are under His blood." For those of us who
knew Larry, it was clear he was a loving husband to his wife Sandy, his five sons,
five grandchildren, extended family and many friends from the three beloved
churches where he faithfully served. Larry will be deeply missed among all of
us who served with him in the North Central region. Let us continue to pray
for Sandy, his boys, his daughters-in-law, grandchildren and the many who
loved him.

We know Larry served among the Michigan cluster of pastors for many years
and his legacy will not be soon forgotten. He had an active part in his CB Pastor
Cluster Group and impacted his colleagues as a visible leader. Though this was
true, he clearly had debilitating personal struggles that he was not able to share
with his friends. When | received the news about Larry on the evening of




September 11, | was traveling to visit some pastors within the region. Several
were deeply discouraged. One was undergoing marriage counseling due to the
pressures of ministry. Two were ready to resign on the spot. | was so glad to
hear their hearts, but it reminded me clearly of these truths from scriptures as
| processed their struggles.

9 TRUST IN THE LORDAs Pastors, we also need to put our trust in the
Lord. Psalm 43:5 says, "Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are
you disturbed within me? Hope in God, for | shall again praise Him, the
help of my countenance and my God." Pastors need "hope in God", just
like everyone else in our churches.

7 REMEMBER TO PRAWe also need to remember to pray when facing
debilitating struggles. Paul encourages us in Philippians 4:6-7, "Do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus." In your personal prayer time, the Holy Spirit can
bring a calmness to your soul. He can relieve that tension that you have
kept bottled up.

7 LIVE BY THE DAY We are constantly hearing the problems of other
people in our churches, but where are we to go when problems
come? Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, "Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own." Living by the day leaves no room for worry
and when we share our own problems, God provides a calm and
confidence.

1 REMEMBER GOD'S FAITHFULNESSThe prophet Jeremiah in
Lamentations 3: 22,23 declared, "The Lord's loving kindnesses indeed
never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is Your faithfulness." Larry lost all hope because of his present




circumstances. Testifying to the faithfulness of God in our daily lives can
help us overcome that temptation to give up.

1 BE AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENE&Epastors, we all have had those
moments when we feel alone and isolated. Having a keen awareness of
God's presence is a most helpful antidote to this lonely road. The good
words of Hebrews 13:5,6 helps, "For He Himself has said, " | WILL NEVER
DESERT YOU, NOR WILL | EVER FORSAKE YOU," so that we confidently
say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, | WILL NOT BE AFRAID."

7 ASK FOR HELPLarry belonged to a strong Pastoral Cluster in Ml and
actively participated. Sadly he did not ask for help when it was needed
the most. Moments after | heard the news of Larry's death, | wept
because | know of other pastors who are in crisis. Brothers, please ask
for help if you are hurting and need someone to hear your heart. Please
get involved in a Cluster near you and we will be here to support you.

| just heard a great song by Sidewalk Prophentitled, "Save My Life"It speaks
well of our journey as pastors. Here is a portion of the song for you to enjoy,

Tell me what | need to hear
Tell me that I'm not forgotten
Show me there's a God
Whocan be more than all I've ever wanted
‘Cause right now | need a little hope
| need to know that I'm not alone
Maybe God is calling you tonight
To tell me something
That might save my life

I'm the pastor at your church
For all these yeargou've listened to my words
You think | know all the answers

But I've got doubts and questions too




Behind this smile I'm really just like you
Afraid and tired and insecure

If you look me right in the eye
Would you see the real me inside

Would you take th time to . . .
Excerpt fromSave My Lifeoy Sidewalk Prophets
printed with permission of Ben McDonal

Pat Phinney, Regional Director

Pastor's Wives. . . Just for You

"Tune In To God's Word"

This past weekend Pat and | drove to South Dakota to visit
my sister and her husband. What a sensory packed
weekend it was! The colors of the leaves along the way
{ were absolutely gorgeous. It was fun to see the fields
' covered with bright orange pumpkins and orchards with
| trees drooping because of the weight of those red
: apples. Part of the reason we went was to make
B applesauce. Together we put away 46 qts of applesauce
and 16 gts of apple slices. As you can imagine, the house
smelled wonderful all day. There really isn't anything
better than eating warm applesauce.

As we head into Thanksgiving we really do have much to be thankful for. I can't
help but think of the things | love this time of the year. I'm determined that |
am going to be more aware of all the things that | enjoy because of my ability
to see, smell, hear, taste and touch. There are so many verses in the Bible that
show how God enjoys us. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God. (Philippians 4:18) But as for me, | watch in hope for the Lord,
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Youth Pastor to Youth Pastor

"Sharing the Good News"

In the Youth Ministries here at First Baptist Church of New Richmond we like
to use the 5 Purposes as a tool in doing Ministry. If you are not familiar with
them, or if you are, just to refresh your memory the 5 Purposes are: Worship,
Ministry, Evangelism, Discipleship, and Fellowship. Today | would like to share
with you about the purpose of Evangelism and ask the question: Are you doing
Evangelism within your Youth Ministry?
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ﬁ A common misconception about Evangelism is that
people in the church often want non-believers to

come to church already cleaned up. The definition of
Evangelism is "sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
with those who don't yet have a personal
relationship with Him no matter how they look or
where they are right now. Evangelism is a process
and often takes time through building
relationships. As Christians, or as | like to say Christ
Followers, we must be a model of the Purpose of
Evangelism if we want others to see the importance
of it. Non-believing adults, students, and children
can quickly pick up on when they are not welcome
in the church or by believers.

So what do the Scriptures say about the purpose of Evangelism? Matthew
28:19-20 says "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age." So what does this mean for us and the
purpose of Evangelism? If you look at the first part of this section of scripture
we find "go and make disciples"”. Many interpret this as a command statement,
the Lord is telling us to go and make disciples. So what is the first step in
becoming a disciple? You have to have a personal relationship with the Lord. If
you didn't, then why would you ever want to become a disciple? A common
interpretation of this section of scripture is that God is calling us to evangelism.

Lets take a look at a few other scriptures and see why the Purpose of
Evangelism is important. Romans 3:23 says "for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God"

Romans 6:23 says "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life inChrist Jesus our Lord." Theses verses are telling us that all men are lost. 1
Peter 3:18 says "For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made
alive by the Spirit." Romans 5:8 says "But God demonstrates his own love for




us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Theses verses are
telling us that Christ died for you and me. Acts 3:19 says "Repent, then, and
turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come from the Lord." 2 Corinthians 7:10 says "Godly sorrow brings repentance
that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings
death." These verses are telling us that we must repent. Just a side note, true
repenting means to turn our back on sin and start walking in the direction of
God. Romans 10:9-10 says "That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is
Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. John 1:12 says "Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God." These verses are
telling us that we must believe. Taking the verses we looked at in Matthew 28
and all the verses we just looked at, we seem to come to the conclusion that it
is important for us to receive the gift of salvation, but we also see that once we
receive that gift that the Lord places an importance on us sharing with others
about the gift we have received. Simply put, most of us at some point in our
lives have been Evangelized to, which was someone being obedient to the
scriptures and sharing about the gift that God gave them. We are called
through the scriptures not to make converts to Christ but to be obedient and
share about the gift that God has given us to everyone we interact with. God
does the changing of the hearts and minds not you. Again, we are to be
obedient in sharing what He has done for us. That is why the Purpose of
Evangelism is so important and why we share the Gospel with students every
week. Is Evangelism an important part of your Youth Ministry and are you
doing it?

Humbly,

Pastor Adam Zappetta

Asst. Pastor/Director of Youth Ministries
First Baptist Church of New Richmond

#SPOTLIGHT
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Church Law and Tax
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The 3 Best Times To Introduce Change in Your Church

How to successfully fix problems and implement chandg.Karl Vaters
Read Article

Designating a Housing Allowance

Make sure you do it right.by Elaine Sommerville
Read Artile



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgeoCweMBsxvuAZAUPdwAoLnUqvP34igfCP2_VTsWl7Tcg8JZ-2ycranzr71UUBCA8p_MDN5dpMSY8oZeRYr7FBp3Ta_73uj1syIATPPc429-d1Qk-BSM3Mg64cCFo4-IFTYVFi0b75USlREpRp6ZMpTBXbntbs28CYRFuxpgl-vXcAEd3-LD9XwwYHEGDaOB8NRXDA_f3--KrNB_lf8zLcuWc4JrSqiPNVitXFpPNU9wrZ9tJD3CFAsze5VGJAC7ELJvSQ23MaC25J9jt5ggz3ZJb47GPS2&c=ICqxeTFE7qFCUQP5Fd3V_DfIiaIPr-eZCnyrs4tUCpgZCc_d1vJabg==&ch=AwAlfd6or_gCWH_KWQTshKibePKBuYJMNhvXAoww0k52Pv70ylPDBg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgeoCweMBsxvuAZAUPdwAoLnUqvP34igfCP2_VTsWl7Tcg8JZ-2ycranzr71UUBC1Uv6gNPXzqiIwrxxLVnP5WogSleEoWqtPjePzZh2Y1GnfN7tEIapjPFRJXrLYWbtYcAa1r-Efe8n3Sm_2FrjtZ5tKl_6--r6ZKY2StwdqnP14P0A-XPsRQBSApj-rV_y6Lr81YeJUL7iCw7uWN8-zECDq_m6qwYGYrHRoz10ZvNU7izFZGFTIxITor10byqJ0JZRaCfVhNg=&c=ICqxeTFE7qFCUQP5Fd3V_DfIiaIPr-eZCnyrs4tUCpgZCc_d1vJabg==&ch=AwAlfd6or_gCWH_KWQTshKibePKBuYJMNhvXAoww0k52Pv70ylPDBg==

Please Pray for the Following Churches in Transition:
SENIOR PASTOR

Mason Township Baptist Church

- Cassopolis, Ml ,

First Baptist Church - Bradford, IL .
Delavan Baptist Church - Delavan, IL

First Baptist Church - EImhurst, IL

First Baptist Church - Whitehall, WI

First Baptist Church - Long Prairie,

MN

First Baptist Church - Lake Crystal,

MN

First Baptist Church - Pekin, IL

Palisade Baptist Church - Silver Bay, MN
Monona Oaks Community Church - Madison, WI
Cornerstone Community Church - Manchester, 1A

STAFF POSITIONS

1 First Baptist Church - Spring Lake, Ml Associate Pastor
1 Oak Grove Church - Golden Valley, MN Associate Pastor
1 First Baptist Church - Worthington, MN Associate Pastor

CB North Central Pastoral Cluster Groups

North Dakota/Northern Minnesota




Thursday, October 16 and Thursday, November

20 f
10am - 12pm, Skype

Steve DaggetiCavalier Baptist Church, Cavalie

ND

701-265-8989

Central Minnesota

Monday, November 10, 10am - 12pm

Steve Schoenwald, River of Life Church, Hastings, MN
651-437-3965

Southern Minnesota

To Be Determined

Doug Noonkester, First Baptist Church, Sibley, 1A
712-754-3310

Wisconsin

November 9-11; Cluster pastors and their church members are invited to the
retreat at Camp Forest Springs

Wade Duroe, Crossroads Church, Chippewa Falls, WI

715-723-1054

lowa

Tuesday, November 4, Noon

Meeting at Calvary Baptist Church, 5338 Johnson Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA
Jay Jentik, Calvary Baptist Church, Cedar Rapids, IA

319-396-3233

lllinois

Tuesday, January 27, 10:00 - 3:30

Meeting at Bethany Baptist Church, 7422 North Heinz Ln, Edwards, IL
Art Georges, Living Hope Community Church, Bartonville, IL
309-633-0028 art@livinghopecentral.org
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Michigan

To Be Determined

Mike Wetzig, Ravenna Baptist Church, Ravenna, Mi
213-853-96021

CB North Central

PO Box 490441
Blaine, MN

Office Email:
Wendy Jonasen, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8am - 1pm

Pat Phinney, Regional Director

Pat's Home Office: 952-322-7173
Pat's Cell: 952-500-3743

Stay Connected
Website: www.cbnorthcentral.org

v

Forward this email

& Safe

This email was sent to wendyj@cbnorthcentral.org by wendyj@cbnorthcentral.org
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Constant Contact”

CB North Central | P.O. Box 490441 | 12050 Aberdeen St NE | Blaine | MN | 55449


mailto:wendyj@cbnorthcentral.org
mailto:patp@cbnorthcentral.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgeoCweMBsxvuAZAUPdwAoLnUqvP34igfCP2_VTsWl7Tcg8JZ-2yctOZ2-nbZBMeCCyVum3apvqAhdE5STqjuxjGg-o5sfQ2MhgTagyncDUWVUK25fKasj9ivmjuw6QXMJKhtby0mesykvlzE6Bh0-1tPeiiGLNYVxKRa4UUxCsTaPGqY6nEWw==&c=ICqxeTFE7qFCUQP5Fd3V_DfIiaIPr-eZCnyrs4tUCpgZCc_d1vJabg==&ch=AwAlfd6or_gCWH_KWQTshKibePKBuYJMNhvXAoww0k52Pv70ylPDBg==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=x5med8bab&m=1101494629335&ea=wendyj%40cbnorthcentral.org&a=1118841373838
mailto:wendyj@cbnorthcentral.org
mailto:wendyj@cbnorthcentral.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001IUZaM9EJf_NQgC1auuq61w%3D%3D&ch=91d7eda0-57a3-11e3-baa4-d4ae52a82222&ca=3e30a535-9333-4df5-ab2a-73821a571648
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001IUZaM9EJf_NQgC1auuq61w%3D%3D&ch=91d7eda0-57a3-11e3-baa4-d4ae52a82222&ca=3e30a535-9333-4df5-ab2a-73821a571648
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgeoCweMBsxvuAZAUPdwAoLnUqvP34igfCP2_VTsWl7Tcg8JZ-2yclMWVtx-BFuJJ9hhwpblGX3X9XirIlX-kHoNpr3eSBKFA9ogug-RhKgWzXKZftFbtt7iUZli5oQHmPe9D1iGyEV3WtKBx459cs7Yvm4avzkU7l4ppcI2fAYXOY7hRqE6R_D5mifd9V7o&c=ICqxeTFE7qFCUQP5Fd3V_DfIiaIPr-eZCnyrs4tUCpgZCc_d1vJabg==&ch=AwAlfd6or_gCWH_KWQTshKibePKBuYJMNhvXAoww0k52Pv70ylPDBg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgeoCweMBsxvuAZAUPdwAoLnUqvP34igfCP2_VTsWl7Tcg8JZ-2yclMWVtx-BFuJdl0L2yz1-L_VAZfFIw5VZVrFvhbb6vuzGJ3eKGPeupeW9jDE7DLg_qycOqKDf7CKXqh73lsNFnqpDMcbQNBu6Sa6XYQL4dWn2O_IyuyTfkrZ-JIQpKmEYg==&c=ICqxeTFE7qFCUQP5Fd3V_DfIiaIPr-eZCnyrs4tUCpgZCc_d1vJabg==&ch=AwAlfd6or_gCWH_KWQTshKibePKBuYJMNhvXAoww0k52Pv70ylPDBg==
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001IUZaM9EJf_NQgC1auuq61w%3D%3D&ch=91d7eda0-57a3-11e3-baa4-d4ae52a82222&ca=3e30a535-9333-4df5-ab2a-73821a571648
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=MF_MFMU

